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a metal detector using a Jack Stay 
search pattern (a rope stretched 
between two anchors on the bot-
tom, with a rope to the surface on 
a float to mark the search rope’s 
location).

Cpl. Cole: When I joined the dive team, 
I was told, “You’ll never look at 
any body of water the same way 
again.” Diving in Missouri waters 
is not what you see on TV. The 
water is not clear, and often we 
can’t even see the light from our 
flashlight underwater. We often 
dive in farm ponds, drainage 
ditches, city ponds, etc. When we 
train, we try to pick the clearest 
water we can get. However, diving 
in Missouri waters offers as much 
variety as anyone could want. We 
can dive deep, in fast current, clear 
water, black water, under ice, and 
through obstacles, etc. We also get 
to dive in places that most people 
will never get to see, at least not 
under water. I have learned so 
much about Missouri just by the 
different bodies of water I 
have been able to dive in. 

Cpl. Monahan: Most of our dives 
are cold and dark where 
you can’t see anything. We 
seldom get to dive the nice 
places like you see on TV in 
the Caribbean. 

Cheryl: Describe a dive that 
left an impression on you.

Cpl. Bartlett: We were going to 
dive on the Missouri River 
below the Noren Access, 
which is under the U.S. 
Highway 54 Bridge north 
of Jefferson City. This dive 
was for a witnessed suicide 
where a male subject drove 
his vehicle into the river off 
the boat ramp. The vehicle 
was seen hitting the large 
brush pile of trees in front 
of the barges secured to the 
shore at Capitol Sand Com-
pany. We located the vehicle 
on sonar in the middle of a 

huge pile of trees on 
the bottom in 25-feet 
of water. We used a 
grappling hook on a 
tree near the vehicle 
and secured the rope 
to a tree on the shore 
as a guide rope for 
a diver to find the 
vehicle. I volunteered 
to dive in the zero 
visibility, with cur-
rent and in a log jam, 
because I did not 
want another diver 
with less experience 
to risk their life to 
make the recovery. 
Trooper Brandon 
Butler (D) also volun-
teered. 

  I went down 
the rope first and 
encountered the 
large brush pile, and 
climbed over it and 
out into the current 
of the river. I located the 
vehicle with my fin and 
then transferred from the rope 
to the vehicle, which was upside 

down. Before moving around the 
vehicle, I tried rocking it back 
and forth to see if it was going 
to move on me. The passenger’s 
side was blocked with a tree so 
big that two people could not 
wrap their arms around it and 
touch on the other side. I moved 
over the vehicle and down the 
driver’s side and landed on the 
sandy bottom of the river. There 
was a lot of current on the out-
side part of the vehicle. The 
driver’s side window was down 
and I searched inside the vehicle 
as far as I could reach, but did 
not located the male subject. I did 
locate his book bag he used in 
school. I returned to where Tpr. 
Butler was holding onto the rope 
and we returned to the surface 
with his book bag.
 We returned to the vehicle 
with a cable to remove it. Once 
the cable was secured around the 
axel of the vehicle, I went back 
to the driver’s side and secured a 
rope between the head rest and 
steering wheel, so if he was still in Dive Team members train for a vertical entry into the 

water. This technique is often used with wells, caves, 
etc.

Cpl. Dean Bartlett (F) is ready for a Tec dive.
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the vehicle, he would not be able to 
come out the window. The vehicle 
was removed from the water and 
he was not in the vehicle. He was 
located a few days later floating 
on the surface of the water in the 
same general area.

  The reason this dive left an 
impression was the high level of 
danger involved. 

Cpl. Cole: I was a part of the recovery 
efforts for the Duck Boat tragedy 
in 2018. As bad a situation as that 
was for those involved, our efforts 
brought closure to the families 
involved by recovering all those 
that were lost and assisting in 
gathering all evidence necessary 
for a thorough investigation. We 
collaborated with several differ-
ent agencies and organizations to 
bring a successful conclusion to 
this incident. I was able to help find 
several of those lost underwater. I 
was chosen to learn the technical 
parts of the duck boat, so that I 
could take apart the camera sys-
tem and retrieve the memory card 
and hard drive on the boat in 90 
feet of water. I was also involved 
in the rigging of the duck boat un-
derwater to a lifting system used to 
raise the boat in a manner that pre-
served all the evidence. This left an 
impression with me, not just be-
cause of the scale and importance 
of this incident, but also because 
it showed how prepared our team 
was for something as large and 
complicated as that operation. 

Cpl. Monahan: A memorable dive of 
mine took place at Table Rock 
Lake. Growing up in the area, I 
always heard stories about the old 
Kimberling City Bridge that was 
left in place when they built the 
dam and flooded the lake. I always 
saw images of it with my sonar 
when I was growing up fishing. 
The old bridge was deep around 
150 feet to 170 feet at the time we 
did the training dive. It was neat to 
finally be capable to dive to those 
depths and see the old bridge 
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structure still in place all these 
years later.

Cpl. Cole provided additional in-
sight into the Patrol’s Dive Team say-
ing, “I think this team, and the work 

us in this article, I have the least expe-
rience by far, but the great thing about 
the Dive Team is we are all treated as 
equals. There is no “seniority” when it 
comes to work, call-outs, or responsi-
bilities.”

The MSHP Dive Team
Capt. Mike Petlansky (Q/WPD)

Sgt. Kurt Merseal (Q/WPD) — Dive Team supervisor
Sgt. Charles Hoff (Q/WPD)

Cpl. Billy Cole (A)
Tpr. Steve Peterson (B)

Sgt. Chris Patton (C)
Cpl. Adam Smith (C)
Tpr. Rob Garrett (D) 
Tpr. Andy Ward (D)

Cpl. Dean Bartlett (F)
Cpl. Logan Monahan (G)

Cpl. Jason Hurt (I)
Tpr.  Colby Tierney (I) 

we do, is extremely 
valuable to the Patrol 
and the citizens of 
Missouri, but often 
gets overlooked, 
undervalued, or mis-
understood. Not on 
purpose, but I think 
a lot has to do with 
people not knowing 
what we do or not 
knowing that the 
Dive Team exists. 
Often, the work we 
do gets reported as 
another agency’s 
work. Of the three of 

By Capt. Mike Petlansky (Q/WPD)By Capt. Mike Petlansky (Q/WPD)

May 21, 2021 was “Wear Your Lifejacket to Work Day.” It coincided with Safe 
Boating Week and our courtesy boat safety inspection stations set up around the 
state May 22. We are proud of the dedication shown by our marine mechanics and 
automotive technicians. They ensure our marine troopers have vehicles and ves-
sels in serviceable condition, ready to respond to the rigors of the water! 

    
 

WEAR YOUR LIFEJACKETWEAR YOUR LIFEJACKET
 TO WORK DAY! TO WORK DAY!

Our marine mechanics in 
Jefferson City prepare our patrol 
boats, motors, and trailers for the 
busy boating season and keep our 
vessels running throughout the 
year. Pictured are (l to r) Assistant 
Garage Superintendent Curtis P. 
Jansen, Marine Mechanic Tony 
Luebbering, Capt. Mike Petlansky, 
and Marine Mechanic Jack A. 
Thomason. 

(l to r) Automotive Technician III Josh T. 
Hughes, Auto. Tech. III Nick W. Veltrop, 
Auto. Tech. III Kyle P. Schaefer, and 
Assistant Garage Superintendent Adam 
J. Feltrop (all Q/FFD) prepare and 
maintain the fleet of patrol trucks assigned 
to marine troopers. 


















